
COVID-19
IMPACT ON
CHILD TRAFFICKING

Loss of income has increased familial trafficking. Prior to
COVID, aftercare providers reported that 40% of children were
being trafficked by a family member. Now, 50% of child
survivors report being sold by a family member to meet basic
needs of shelter, food, and hygiene products. 

50%
Children were trapped with their abusers because of shelter in
place. As a result, the National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children (NCMEC) saw a 64% increase in child sexual abuse
content reported to their CyberTipline between 2019 and 2020.64%
Kids are spending more time online
than ever before. Child enticement
reporting to NCMEC has increased
by 98% between 2019 and 2020. 98%

“We need targeted action to stop criminal traffickers 
from taking advantage of the pandemic to exploit the vulnerable.”

- Ghada Waly, UNODC Executive Director
 

https://www.missingkids.org/blog/2020/covid-19-and-missing-and-exploited-children
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/frontpage/2021/February/share-of-children-among-trafficking-victims-increases--boys-five-times-covid-19-seen-worsening-overall-trend-in-human-trafficking--says-unodc-report.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/frontpage/2021/February/share-of-children-among-trafficking-victims-increases--boys-five-times-covid-19-seen-worsening-overall-trend-in-human-trafficking--says-unodc-report.html

